
 1 

WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 13th March 2017 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Ms H A Backhouse, Mrs J M Cole, B J Correll, R J Dykstra, D W England, 

Mrs M H Harlock, R A Payne, P S Potts, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis and Dr S C 

Withams.  

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor M R Tew 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ms L A Gifford and Mrs A R 

Wyatt. 

 

 

222/16 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman thanked those members of the public who attended the training session on 

the use of the defibrillator in the past month at which 33 residents had been present. 

 

She also expressed her appreciation to Councillor Mrs Harlock for organising the 

volunteers who took part in the Keep Britain Tidy ‘Great British Spring Clean’ on 3rd, 

4th and 5th March and photographs were circulated showing the amount of litter that had 

been collected.  Thanks were also extended to the Council’s Handymen for attending 

over the weekend to collect the bags that had been filled with litter. 

 

The Chairman informed Members that she had been present at a well-attended and 

moving service at the Parish Church on the previous day when the standard of the 

Warboys Branch of the Royal British Legion Women’s Section had been laid up, 

following the amalgamation of the men’s and women’s sections at national level.   

 

Finally the Chairman drew Members’ attention to the fact that the ‘Purple4Polio’ crocus 

bulbs planted by children from the Underfives Playgroup and donated by the Ramsey 
Rotary Club were now in bloom at The Weir. 

 

 

223/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Mrs Tavener, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th February 2017 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairman. 
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224/16 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

No interests were declared by Members in respect of items appearing on the agenda. 

 

 

225/16 SHELTER NEAR JUBILEE CLOCK TOWER 

 

Further to Minute No. 203/16, the Chairman welcomed to the meeting a representative of 

Stencil-Tech of Wyton-on-the-Hill who proceeded to explain how the company could 

improve the appearance of the shelter near the Jubilee Clock Tower.  The company 

proposed grinding down any residue on the floor and then applying a polymer modified 

cement on the floor and up to one metre in height on the internal walls, followed by 

another textured finish that could be in any colour or design chosen by the Council.  A 

slight fall to the footway would be introduced to ease drainage and help with cleaning.   

 

Arising from a number of questions, Members were advised that the product carried a 

two year manufacturer’s warranty, was non-slip, would be resistant to oil stains or any 

other substance and was available in any pattern or colour preferred by the Council.  The 

cost was £1,450 plus VAT, although the Stencil-Tech representative explained that the 

work would be undertaken by them on a promotional basis as a local company and would 

normally cost more.  They would also ensure that any problems were rectified beyond the 

manufacturer’s warranty. 

 

The Stencil-Tech representative then left the meeting. 

 

Councillor Mrs Cole was asked to bring suggested designs for the mural to be painted in 

the shelter to the next meeting and it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that consideration of the matter be deferred to the next meeting. 

 

(Councillor Ms Backhouse arrived in the meeting at this point in the proceedings.) 

 

226/16 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 13th 

February 2017:- 

 

(a) Co-option 

 

Further to Minute No. 198/16, the Clerk informed Members that the District 
Council’s Tree Warden Co-ordinator had confirmed that the Tree Warden scheme 

was continuing.  The Clerk also reported that he had been informed by former 

Councillor J A Parker that he intended to continue as a member of the Warboys 

Old Village Board School Trust and that under the circumstances, the Council 

would not require to appoint a replacement representative until his current term of 

office ended.  

 

RESOLVED 
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(a) that Councillor B J Correll be appointed as the Council’s Tree Warden; 

and  

 

(b) that Councillor P S Potts be appointed as the correspondent for articles in 

the local newspapers and Warboys Diary. 

 

(b) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 199/16(a), Councillor Willis reported that the comment 

raised at the Open Forum following the previous meeting concerning the effect of 

the Christmas tree blocking visibility at the junction of Mill Green and High 

Street had been discussed at a subsequent meeting of the Christmas Lighting 

Group.  The Group had concluded that the positioning of the tree did not obstruct 

sight lines, although it did help to slow the speed of traffic at the junction.  

Councillor Willis also advised that the group would be supplying an itemised 

valuation of the Christmas lighting to the Clerk for insurance purposes.  

  

(c)  Defibrillator 

 

Further to Minute No. 199/16(c), the Clerk reported that the defibrillator was now 

operational and being monitored on a weekly basis with on line reports being 

made to the Community Heartbeat Trust.  Members were informed that a number 

of people subsequently had enquired about the possibility of attending a training 

session.  However as the cost of a second session would have to be met by the 

Council, it was agreed that a suitable period of time should elapse before a further 

training event was arranged.  

 

(d) Closure of Station Road Footpath 

 

Further to Minute No. 199/16(d), the Clerk reported that he had referred the 

suggestion for a wheel washing facility to be included in the planning conditions 

in the event of the approval of the phase II application for the development south 

of Station Road.  Members were informed that the footway in Station Road had 

been closed off again by the developers during the past month and that this had 

been raised with the area office of David Wilson Homes, the site manager and the 

County Council’s local Highways Supervisor. 

 

Concerns also were raised by Members about litter being blown from the site and 

the fact that lorries were queuing on Station Road to gain access to the site 

thereby causing a traffic hazard at the junction with Heath Road.  District 

Councillor Bucknell advised that he would speak to the site manager later in the 

week to raise these further issues with him. 
 

(e)  Warboys Archaeological Project 

 

Further to Minute No. 199/16(f), the Clerk reported that no further information 

had been received about the release of the archaeological report undertaken at the 

David Wilson Home development at Station Road. 

 

(District Councillor Bucknell arrived in the meeting at this point in the proceedings.) 
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(f) Play Equipment and Safety Surfacing 

 

Further to Minute No. 199/16(h), the Clerk reported that the work to install a 

replacement swing and safety surfacing at Adams Lyons and Orchard Close 

playgrounds had been completed. 

 

(g) Litter Bins 

 

Further to Minute No. 205/16, the Clerk reported that permission had been 

obtained from Anglian Water and the District Council to install litter bins on land 

at Pathfinder Way and Goldpits respectively and that the bins were currently 

being fitted by the Handymen.   

 

Members were also informed that the District Council had advised that they had 

decided to continue to be responsible for the ‘orphan sites’ in the village that they 

had previously advised they did not own and no longer would maintain. 

 

(h) Keep Britain Tidy ‘Great British Spring Clean’ 

 

Arising from Minute No. 206/16, the Chairman and Councillor Mrs Harlock 

reported that they had supplied information to the local newspapers and Warboys 

Diary about the success of the event in Warboys and thanking the people who had 

volunteered to help. 

 

(i) Youth Café 

 

Further to Minute No. 208/16, the Clerk reported that he and the Chairman had 

met the proprietor of the Windmill Bakery to discuss the implications of 

establishing a youth café at their Warboys shop and tea rooms.  As further 

information was still awaited on certain aspects of the proposal, Members were 

informed that a detailed report would be submitted to the next meeting. 

 

(j) Hanging Baskets 

 

Further to Minute No. 210/16, Members were informed that the proprietors of the 

Post Office, Audrey’s and the Waterside Practice had all agreed to the display of 

hanging baskets outside their premises again during the summer and had 

expressed their appreciation to the Council for the offer. 

 

(k) Legionella Control 

 

Further to Minute No. 213/16, Members were informed that an inspection of the 
Parish Centre would be taking place later in the week to carry out a risk 

assessment and schematic to introduce legionella controls. 

 

 

227/16 VACANCY 

 

Further to Minute No. 198/16, Members were informed that the vacancy arising from the 

resignation of former Councillor Parker could be filled by co-option as the District 

Council had confirmed that insufficient people had asked for an election to be held. 
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The Clerk advised that he would invite expressions of interest from persons interested in 

being co-opted to the Council to enable a decision to be made at the next meeting.  

 

 

228/16 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 13th February 

2017 be received. 

 

 

229/16 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that there had been 15 crimes recorded on the Cambridgeshire 

Constabulary website in February for the Ward of Warboys and Bury which also included 

Wistow.  These comprised 1 dwelling burglary, 1 non-dwelling burglary, 2 cases of 

criminal damage, 1 drugs, 2 public order incidents, 2 thefts and 6 violent crimes.  In 

addition there had been 11 reports of anti-social behaviour. 

 

 

230/16  PATHFINDER MARCH 2017 

 

Further to Minute No. 204/16, the Clerk reported that he had been informed by RAF 

Wyton that the Pathfinder March would not be taking place in 2017.  The Chairman 

advised that she had spoken recently to one of the officers at RAF Wyton and had been 

informed that the principal concerns had been the safety of the participants as the last 

stretch of the walk was via the road between Kings Ripton and Wyton with some walkers 

finishing after darkness had fallen and the amount of stewards required to monitor the 

event.  

 

 

231/16 ORCHARD CLOSE PLAYGROUND 

 

Councillor Mrs Cole reported that she had met a couple of Orchard Close residents at a 

recent surgery at the Library who were being disturbed by youngsters kicking balls in the 

playground.  Although the playing of ball games was an offence under the byelaws, the 

residents had asked if a larger notice could be displayed in the hope that this would 

discourage the youngsters.  Councillor Mrs Cole had pointed out that a large notice in the 

Library car park had no effect and if the residents telephoned her when the problem 

occurred, she had offered to speak to the youngsters personally to ask them to desist. 

 
The residents were in attendance at the meeting and invited to speak at the invitation of 

the Chairman.  They referred to the abuse that they received when speaking to the 

youngsters and advised that they had also reported the matter to the Police.  They thanked 

the Council for having installed anti-wrap chains to stop the swings from being wound 

around the frame to enable it to be used as goalposts and were aware that the Council had 

previously installed a picnic table to reduce the amount of space available in which ball 

games could be played. 

 



 6 

The Chairman expressed her appreciation to Councillor Mrs Cole for agreeing to speak to 

the youngsters and Councillor Ms Backhouse also offered to assist as she lived on the 

estate.  In addition, the Clerk was requested to seek the assistance of the Police in an 

attempt to improve the situation.   

 

 

232/16 PICNIC TABLE 

 

Members were informed that the parent of a child who used a wheelchair had expressed 

her appreciation to the Chairman for the nest swings that had been installed at Adams 

Lyons and Jubilee Park playgrounds which were particularly suitable for children with 

disabilities.  The Clerk drew attention to information recently received from a supplier 

advertising the availability of picnic tables designed to accommodate people in 

wheelchairs. 

 

Councillor Willis suggested that the Ramsey Rotary Club might be willing to help with 

funding the picnic table as they were supported by Warboys residents each year when 

their Christmas carols float travelled throughout the village. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that a wheelchair inclusive picnic table be purchased for installation at 

Jubilee Park at a cost of £432 plus VAT and Ramsey Rotary Club invited 

to make a contribution towards the cost; and     

 

(b) that balance of the funding be met from the Council’s Section 106 reserve 

for play equipment and open space provision. 

 

 

233/16 PUBLIC BRIDLEWAY NO. 20 

 

The Clerk reported that the Planning Inspectorate had advised that a local inquiry would 

be held on 1st August at the Parish Centre into the County Council’s definitive map 

modification order for bridleway 20. 

 

Members were reminded that horse riders had claimed that they had been using a route 

between Fenside Road and the A141 for many years and had satisfied the County Council 

that a bridleway creation order should be made, despite objections from various interested 

parties including the Parish Council. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Clerk be authorised to attend and speak on behalf of the Council at the 

inquiry in support of the Parish Council’s objection. 

 

(Councillor England declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in the above matter as 

he was related to the owner of land crossed by the new bridleway.  He left the meeting for 

the duration of the discussion and voting on the matter.) 
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234/16   COMMUNITY ROADWATCH 

 

The Clerk reported that a resident had expressed concern recently over the speed of 

traffic entering and leaving the village in Fenton Road.  As a result Community 

Roadwatch had offered to undertake speed monitoring in Fenton Road using a Speed 

Indicator Device.  The organisation had indicated that they had obtained the permission 

of the County Council and Balfour Beatty to the installation of the device on a lamp 

column and had requested the Parish Council’s endorsement of their actions.  By doing 

so, the Clerk explained that the Parish Council would receive copies of the monitoring 

that was undertaken which would be of assistance in requesting the Police to carry out 

future speed monitoring and in bidding for funding for any traffic calming measures. 

 

Further to Minute No. 215/16 and arising from a question by the Chairman, Councillor 

Mrs Tavener advised that she had submitted an application for funding towards the 

purchase of Speedwatch equipment for use in Warboys under the District Council’s 

Community Chest scheme but that she was currently unaware of the outcome. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the actions of Community Roadwatch in Fenton Road be endorsed. 

 

 

235/16 ‘GREAT GET TOGETHER’ 

 

The Chairman invited Members to consider arranging an event over the weekend of 17th 

and 18th June as part of the ‘Great Get Together’ launched by the Duchess of Cornwall 

and Jamie Oliver in memory of Jo Cox MP.  This could take the form of street parties, 

picnics, barbecues or any other form of community event. 

 

As there were a number of other events in the village in May and July, it was felt that it 

would be difficult to organise another event as part of the national ‘Get Together’ and it 

was therefore suggested that the Community Association be asked if this could be 

incorporated in some way in the Warboys It’s A Knockout that they were organising in 

May. 

 

 

236/16 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

Arising from a request from the Community Association for financial assistance towards 

the publication of the Warboys Diary over the past year, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that a grant of £100 be made. 

 

 

237/16 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 
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(a) Cambridgeshire Voice 

 

 Winter/Spring edition published by Cambridgeshire CPRE 

 

(b) Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

 February 2016 edition 

 

(c) Bulletin 

 

 February edition published by the War Memorials Trust 

 

(d) Open Space 

 

 Spring 2017 edition published by the Open Spaces Society 

 

 

238/16 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported on the matters raised at the Open Forum following the previous 

meeting of the Council.   

 

A resident had announced that she was organising a petition to object to the planning 

application for 80 dwellings south of Station Road. 

 

Concerns had been raised that the Christmas tree erected by the Christmas Lighting 

Group over the festive season obstructed the view of motorists at the Mill Green/High 

Street junction and was a potential accident hazard.  (The response of the Christmas 

Lighting Group had been reported earlier in the meeting (Minute No. 226/16(b)) above.)   

 

Attention had been drawn to amount of leaves that had fallen on footways in the village 

in the previous autumn and which had subsequently decomposed, creating slip hazards 

for pedestrians.  The Clerk reported that the Handymen had attempted to clear up the 

mess during the course of the past month and as the person who had raised the matter, 

Councillor Correll expressed his appreciation for the work that they had done. 

 

 

239/16 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Mrs Harlock and seconded by Councillor Dr Withams, 

it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – February 2017        963.01 

        

W E Batterbee  Salary – February 2017    829.40 
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R Edwards  Salary – February 2017    255.40 

    

R Reeves  Salary – February 2017    968.53 

 

A A Clasper  Salary – February 2017    487.76 

                      

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – February 2017             1,183.14               

                                                     

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre       156.20 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

M J Buddle   Reimbursement – purchases from      22.46 

Warboys Hardware 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – purchase of ink       29.68 

 

R Reeves  Mileage claim        36.45 

 

R Reeves  Petty cash        30.00 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – phone calls      51.78 

 

Cambridgeshire Grant for summer reading scheme   100.00 

County Council 

 

ESPO   Stationery        54.08 

 

Wicksteed Leisure  Anti-wrap swing chains            1,084.80 

Ltd. 

 

Wicksteed Leisure  Safety surfacing – Orchard Close playground        6,594.48 

Ltd. 

 

Glasdon UK Ltd. Litter bins      619.70 

 

Warboys Community Annual affiliation fee       10.00  

Association  

   

Allstar   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      48.00    
 

Vodaphone  Mobile phone contract (Timebank)       9.50 

 

Wistow Parish  CPALC training for 4 Members   185.00 

Council 

 

Xerox (UK) Ltd. Copying charges       39.71 

 

Impie Ltd.  Protective clothing       33.90 
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Balfour Beatty  Street lighting maintenance contract   463.08 

Living Places Ltd. 

 

Arthur Ibbett Ltd. Repair to strimmer       69.94 

 

GreenCity   Computer anti-virus protection – April        12.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity    Computer backup online - April       36.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Computer support contract –  April                   60.00 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

GreenCity  Broadband –  April                    64.76 

Solutions  (paid by direct debit) 

 

C J Ingle Ltd.  Postcrete        53.89 

 

Wicksteed Leisure  Swing and safety surfacing – Adams Lyons        12,571.62 

Ltd.    playground         

 

 

240/16 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for February 2017, together with 

the list of Parish Centre bookings for that month, copies of which had been circulated to 

all Members.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


